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forests and our future.

When I was cutting grasses under the trees, one of the workers said to me, “You
may think this job is not exciting, but it is very important. The jobs in forestry are
helpful to protect the forest.” Forests in good condition stop landslides and floods.
Trees also reduce carbon dioxide, COg, in the air. It will stop global warming.
Besides, the condition of forests @ ( ) the rivers and the lakes because water
from forests goes to the rivers and the lakes. We can protect our environment by
making the environment around forests better.

Though forestry is important, the number of people who work in forestry
continues decreasing. Look at Graph 1. The number of the workersin @ ()
is less than half of the number in 1990. Next, look at Graph 2. This graph shows
the percentage of young and elderly people working in forestry. @ A ( ) of the
people working in forestry are over 64 years old in 2015. Now, you see that less
people are working in the forests. There are some reasons for this. First, the job
is very hard. Actually, it is hard work to cut trees and carry them. Moreover,
when they work on the trees, they are sometimes injured. Second, they cannot
earn enough money. Many people buy imported wood because it is cheaper.

People working in forestry ® ( ) to solve these problems. For example,
they do their jobs with the latest machines. The machines, such as drones, help
workers carry lumber and tools. Also, they make many kinds of wooden products,
like a wooden straw, knife and fork. Wooden products are good for the
environment. People will be interested in these products and buy them. Then,
look at this picture. We can find the chair and the table in our school. On these
products, you can find the sticker. This sticker shows that the products are made of
wood in Shiga Prefecture. We can support forestry in Shiga by using local wood.

Thanks to forestry, we can protect the forests and our future. I'd like to find
something I can do to solve the problems in forestry.
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I had my work experience at a forestry company on Career Day. It was a
/| good experience for me to help the workers take care of trees in the forest. In the
forest, the air was clear and the water was clean. I was really excited in nature.
@ ( ) of the land of Japan is forest. So we can find forests everywhere around
us. Through my work experience, I learned that forestry is very important to both
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Naoko :

Your speech was great. ® I understand [ are / important / how /

jobs in the forests ] .

Shinji :
Naoko :

Shinji
Naoko :
Shinji :

Thank you, Naoko.

I got interested in wooden products and I'd like to learn more about
them. So, @ () makes wooden products attractive to you?

The color of wooden products is beautiful. I like it.

In my opinion, I feel better when I sit on a wooden chair.

( ), too. They are easy to reuse and recycle. I
heard that the coffee shop near the station began to use wooden straws

instead of plastic straws.

Naoko :| That's nice. We have some trouble in the sea because of plastic
garbage. Wooden products even return to nature after we use them.
Shinji :| I'd like more people to use wooden products to help forestry.

Naoko :| That’s right. I think it is good to use the products made of wood in
Shiga. We can protect our forests by supporting forestry in Shiga.
And it means that we can protect Lake Biwa.

Shinji :| I agree. In our school, the products with that sticker are only chairs
and tables. I wish we would use more local wood in our school to

support forestry in Shiga.

Naoko : | I'm with you.
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Why are less people working in forestry?
-  Because ( ) and they cannot earn enough money.
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